Letters: ""A Troublesome Inheritance"

Published in The New York Times Book Review August 8, 2014
To the Editor:

As scientists dedicated to studying genetic variation, we thank David Dobbs for [his review] of
Nicholas Wade’s “A Troublesome Inheritance: Genes, Race and Human History” (July 13), and
for his description of Wade’s misappropriation of research from our field to support arguments
about differences among human societies.

As discussed by Dobbs and many others, Wade juxtaposes an incomplete and inaccurate account
of our research on human genetic differences with speculation that recent natural selection has
led to worldwide differences in 1.Q. test results, political institutions and economic development.
We reject Wade’s implication that our findings substantiate his guesswork. They do not.

We are in full agreement that there is no support from the field of population genetics for Wade’s
conjectures.

GRAHAM COOP
DAVIS, CALIF.
The writer is a professor of evolution and ecology at the University of California, Davis.

MICHAEL B. EISEN

BERKELEY, CALIF.

The writer is a professor of molecular and cell biology at the University of California, Berkeley,
and investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute.

RASMUS NIELSEN
BERKELEY, CALIF.
The writer is a professor of computational biology at the University of California, Berkeley.

MOLLY PRZEWORSKI
NEW YORK
The writer is a professor of biology at Columbia University.

NOAH ROSENBERG
STANFORD, CALIF.
The writer is a professor of biology at Stanford University.

This letter was submitted on behalf of more than 100 faculty members in population genetics and
evolutionary biology (listed below). The letter appears online in the August 8, 2014 issue of
[The New York Times Book Review}



https://web.archive.org/web/20221219012011/https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/10/books/review/letters-a-troublesome-inheritance.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20221101170251/https://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/13/books/review/a-troublesome-inheritance-and-inheritance.html
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After publication of the letter in [The New York Times Book Reviewl a number of additional faculty in population
genetics who had not had the opportunity to sign added their names. We include these below.
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140 Emmanouil Dermitzakis University of Geneva, Switzerland
141 Emilia Huerta-Sanchez University of California, Merced
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https://web.archive.org/web/20221219012011/https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/10/books/review/letters-a-troublesome-inheritance.html

